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“Renewable energy
projects add their
electrons to the
power supply for all
of us in South
Carolina. Working
to build up our
supply of renewable
energy sources will
give us a more secure
energy future. It’s
the right thing to do
for our members and
the communities in
which we all work
and live.”
—James P. “Pat” Howle
CEO & Executive Vice President,
Horry Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Green Power sales also
powers educational
initiatives for future
generations with the
Solar Schools program.
There are 26 demonstration
solar school projects
throughout South Carolina.
The solar cell at each school
provides a teaching, research
and hands-on demonstration
opportunity for 6th grade
students. Students can see
how much electricity is
being made from their cells
and they can look at other
solar schools across the
state and country.
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Everyone is a millionaire
with Green Power

14 years and 1 million megawatt
hours of electricity later,
Green Power proves
sustainable energy
works for South Carolina.
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Green Power’s 1 millionth megawatt hour (MWh) of electricity was generated this past August—
a major benchmark that proves methane gas, solar energy and wind are not only sustainable energy
resources in South Carolina but also a sustainable business practice for electric cooperative across the state.
To date, there are over 3,000 electric cooperative residential members across the state that participate
in Green Power and over 50 commercial Green Power Partners committed to renewable energy sources
for their businesses. To put the power in perspective, the 1 millionth MWh hour of electricity generated
in August was enough renewable energy to power more than 74,000 average-sized homes for a year.*
Green Power first began in 2001 when Santee Cooper partnered with Horry Electric Cooperative and
Santee Electric Cooperative on a pilot program for its residential and business members. Beyond its
environmental impact, the pilot program was also conducted as an example of substantiality that other
cooperatives could adopt.
14 years and 1 million MWh later, Green Power is an overwhelming success.
“Horry County is as committed to our Green Power project with Santee Cooper today as we were
when we first launched the program in 2001,” said James P. “Pat” Howle, CEO and executive vice
president of Horry Electric Cooperative.
Since the launch of the pilot program by Horry Electric and Santee Electric, Green Power has grown
from one landfill site generating 2.2 megawatts to six landfills in Horry, Lee, Richland, Anderson,
Georgetown and Berkeley counties; three solar arrays in Bluffton, the Grand Strand and Conway; and
one wind turbine in North Myrtle Beach.
Green Power has also been a popular choice to power some of South Carolina’s most celebrated special
events. One of the most notable associations has been the Heritage Golf Tournament on Hilton Head
Island, which has used Green Power for nearly a decade.
Other popular Green Power sponsored events include Darlington Raceway’s Southern 500, Celebrate
The Season in Monks Corner, the Conway Riverfest, the St. Stephen’s Cattfish Festival and North Myrtle
Beach’s Mayfest on Main.
Green Power is offered by all of South Carolina’s electric cooperatives and it is providing a sustainable
front for this and the future generations of South Carolinians.

* See EPA website http://www.epa.gov/greenpower/pubs/calculator.htm

Home for the Holidays
The weather outside might be frightful but your electric bill can still be delightful with these
energy-saving tips just in time for the holidays.
❅ Consider buying new miniature lights of LED strings that use far less energy and last longer
than traditional bulbs.
❅ Use an automatic timer for your indoor and outdoor lights, using a timer that is rated to
handle the total wattage of your lights.
❅ Don’t open the oven door to check on that turkey or sweet potato casserole! And use the light
to check on your dish. Opening the oven door lowers the temperature inside by as much as
25 percent—causing increased cooking times that waste energy.
❅ Use small appliances like slow cookers, or crock pots, to save money on cooking. Electric
skillets are also an option, able to steam, fry, sauté, stew, bake, or roast a variety of foods—at a
fraction of stove or oven electricity usage.
❅ Set the thermostat as low as possible—but still at a comfortable rate—and leave it there around
the clock to maintain a constant temperature. Recommended setting for winter is 68 degrees.
❅ Clean or replace furnace filters once a month or as needed. Dirty filters make heating systems
work harder.

Wishing you a
Happy New Year!
Look for a new
renewable project
coming near you
in 2016.

❅ When not in use, keep the fireplace damper closed. An open damper is equivalent to keeping a
window wide open during the winter. If you use artificial logs and need to keep the damper open,
install tempered glass doors over the front.
❅ Seal attic air leaks with caulking and use spray expanding foam to seal basement leaks and
around cables coming into the house.
❅ Space heaters cut heating bills ONLY if you turn down the temperature in the entire house.
They also work best in walled-in rooms where the heat can be contained, opposed to open spaces.
❅ Be aware of the fire dangers from space heaters and candles. Look for battery operated
candles and proven space heater safety models that shut off automatically if tipped over. Also,
never use a space heater on rugs, carpets, near bedding or drapes—
and keep children and pets away from them
at all times.

For more information on
Green Power or recommend
businesses to become
Green Power Partners,
contact a Customer Service
representative at
your local
Electric Cooperative.
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For more information about this newsletter, visit www.scgreenpower.com.

